
A Message From the President of the Board of Directors

 By the time you receive this Scribe, everyone would have heard that our Executive Director is leaving 

for a new adventure in the Peace Corps. In the past seven years, we have been blessed to have Steven lead 

our organization to become a significant partner in downtown Boston’s historic community. His vision in 

developing collaborations, his creation of the Vilna’s culture of inclusiveness and his initiatives in inspirational 

programming will be his legacy. 

Steven’s warmth and caring will always be a beacon of light for me, and it is very apropos that Rabbi 

Harold Kushner will be speaking at Steven’s Gala Tribute on June 13th. Knowing Steven for over forty years, 

Rabbi Kushner will certainly weave his understanding of the “fullness of humanity” into his remarks that 

evening. The title “Transitions” is also a theme for our tribute to Steven, as he enters an enhanced direction of 

his path and we, the Vilna, venture to our next growth phase.

 Our executive search is under way with a strong Search Committee focusing on specific details for our 

future Executive Director. (See Vilnashul.org for more information.) Also, we have a plan of action with Jessica 

Antoline, our Program Manager, and Rachel Spilecki, our part time administrator, to help us navigate the late 

spring and summer months. After the selection of a new Executive Director is complete, we plan to expand 

our support staff to include a Development Administrator.

 Many challenges are ahead, though, and we are moving forward with a firm foundation. We continue 

to provide opportunities for all ages and all people to touch the varied aspects of Jewish life; we meet 

these diverse needs with creative educational programs and events (see our Calendar of Events); we are a 

place for community. Our HOH young professionals are relishing in their “home,” our young family groups 

are accessing their particular wishes for their Jewish Living, and our children’s groups and all visitors learn 

about our Jewish historical heritage. For spring, we already have four Life Cycle events scheduled, and 

we are developing programs with partners from the West End Museum, Jewish organizations in India and 

Switzerland as well as dialogues with Muslim groups. Look in August for our offerings with the International 

Jewish Genealogical Conference. We have a great deal to be proud of and so much to look forward to.

 As I think about our years to come, I turn once again to the words of Rabbi Kushner whose writings 

allegorically express our next steps for the Vilna: 

One of the sages of the Talmud taught nearly two thousand years ago that God could have created 

a plant that would grow loaves of bread. Instead, He created wheat for us to mill and bake into 

bread. Why? So that we could be His partners in completing the work of creation.

Deborah Feinstein

President of the Vilna Shul, Boston’s Center for Jewish Culture
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I   n life one is given many blessings. To be born to a wonderful family?  Check. To live a carefree 
childhood? Check. To be part of a wonderful community? Check. To be taught by great teachers? Check.  
To be part of the Jewish people? Check. And to have the most incredible opportunity to help bring the 
Vilna Shul building to life? Check and double check.

For almost eight years I have been blessed to be the Executive Director of the Vilna Shul. I vividly 
remember coming into the building for my first interview all those years ago. The Vilna was cold, dusty and 
dark. It was open five months a year for two hours a week to tourists, hosted a variety of programs and 
Havurah on the Hill met here once a month. Today, with your help, this has all changed.

Today we have had almost fifty thousand guests come through the doors to connect with the history, 
culture and spirituality that these wonderful old walls shelter from the hands of time.  We are a venue for life 
cycle events including brit milahs, bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings, and even memorial services. Meanwhile, 
interfaith families tell us that our “Just Jewish” philosophy allows them to feel very comfortable talking about 
Judaism and their own Jewish experiences.

Now I leave the Vilna in the very capable hands of our Program Manager Jessica Antoline and Rachel 
Spilecki, our new Development Administrator. Both of these women are committed to the Vilna and the 
philosophy of keeping it a safe and welcoming place for everyone.  Jessica has the love of Judaism and the 
perspective to bring our programming to another level with her extensive museum background.  Rachel lives 
in the Quaker co-op Beacon Hill Friends House and has been a volunteer at the Vilna for many months now. 
She is actively working on her application for a Fulbright grant to complete Holocaust studies research in 
Krakow, Poland.  Make sure you meet them the next time you are at the Shul.

And lastly, thank you all for making my tenure here at the Vilna so joyful. You shared your stories, your 
hopes and your dreams for the Vilna with me and never hesitated in saying why you believe the building 
should remain open and active in the community. Your insights and guidance helped to make the Vilna what 
it is today. As I leave this chapter in my life I can only hope that my next adventure is as rewarding as this one 
has been.

Steven M. Greenberg
Executive Director

Before i Go – thank you for the Blessings
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our “transitions” celebratory Gala honoring 
director steven Greenberg will take place on 
Thursday, June 13th from 6:30 to 8:30pm 
at the vilna shul. 

for details email Jessica@vilnashul.org 

or call (617) 523-2324.

http://www.vilnashul.org


One of my favorite things about managing the Vilna Shul’s programs is pushing the boundaries of who we can reach out to in the community. I 
always ask myself, “What events can we create that make the Jewish calendar meaningful to everyone?” From meditation sessions to unique concerts, 
lectures and our annual Remarkable Jewish Women Mother’s Day Brunch, it is my hope that this season’s programming will include something for every 
Scribe reader. 

March and April, marked by the celebration of Pesakh and the commemoration of Yom HaShoah, means there is no better time than now to 
honor our past and celebrate the freedom we have to work together for the common good. Our season begins March 10th with Leon Aronson and 
a thought-provoking presentation on Jewish involvement in the Civil War. Just two days later is a special women’s event where we will explore the 
colorful significance of the Seder plate. Come and decorate your own and make a new family keepsake!

It is also my privilege to introduce two programs this April that reflect the Vilna’s commitment to both history and community. On April 6th you 
are invited to a Yom HaShoah concert created especially for the Shul by the Shir Madness Klezmer Band. The concert will be a beautiful tribute to the 
lives of those we lost through a celebration of some of their greatest musical creations, ones that ultimately influenced art around the world and show 
us that memories live on in many forms.

Join me later in the month on April 21st when the Vilna explores the richness of Jewish life with an in-depth look at the Jewish communities in 
India and the groundbreaking work of the Gabriel Project, Mumbai. Founded in 2011 by Jacob Sztokman, a former sales and marketing manager from 
Melbourne, Australia, the Gabriel Project works to inspire the worldwide Jewish community to take action in the slums of India. At the core of Jacob’s 
work are young Jews from around the world who dedicate their time to teaching literacy and providing nutrition for children living in Mumbai. Jacob’s 
work is a stunning example of someone who combines a Jewish ethos with the Jewish historical experience and uses it to motivate others to lift people 
out of the bondage that is poverty. 

I’m always looking for new paths to tread, so mark your calendars and check back on the Vilna Shul website often for new programs and events. 
And if you have some great ideas, don’t hesitate to send me an email or pick up the phone. 

I hope all of our spring programs inspire the reflection, humor and creativity that can make Jewish culture come alive for you.                                   

fresh New Programs for spring and summer by Jessica Antoline, Program Manager

Six months ago I received word that the Vilna Shul was named in the will of a Mr. William R. Meyer. I did not know Mr. Meyer, who grew up in New 
York City lived in Boston for over thirty years.  Mr. Meyer worked as a Probation Officer in Dorchester and always felt that his roots in the Boston Jewish 
community meant something to him. He did not have a history of previous giving in our records, and yet five months later I received a check for $10,000 
in the mail, all for the Shul’s upkeep.  

Once the check arrived I reached out to Mr. Meyer’s son Jonathan, who preferred to be called Jed.  “Do you know anything about your Dad’s 
connection to the Vilna?” I asked.

 “I wish I had more information about how the Shul came to be named in his will.” Jed told me.  “What I do know is that my father believed in his 
Jewish heritage, the importance of urban living and respect for Boston’s great neighborhoods. I believe the Vilna Shul fits many of those categories 
- especially the fact that you are located in a great Boston neighborhood and you survived the gentrification efforts that razed so much of the 
neighborhoods near you.”

Jed’s answer made me realize that there are probably many others out 
there like his father, thoughtful people who might consider planned giving as a 
way to help us continue our work here at the Vilna. Mr. Meyer’s generosity will 
go a long way towards helping to maintain and preserve the Vilna as a center 
for Jewish history, culture and community.  We appreciate his gift and only regret 
that we did not get the chance to thank him during his lifetime.

You can also leave a lasting gift that supports the Vilna Shul by establishing 
a bequest in your estate plan or naming the organization as a beneficiary in 
your life insurance policy, IRA or pension plan.  In addition to the gratification 
of knowing that your gift will benefit the Vilna Shul in perpetuity, you may also 
avoid substantial estate and income taxes. Your planned gift will have meaning 
and impact for years to come. If you have already included the Vilna in your will 
or other estate plan, please let us know so that we may thank you during your 
lifetime. 

For more information about planned giving at the Vilns Shul, please contact Jessica@vilnashul.org or call 617-523-2324.

Planned Giving at the vilna – a surprise But much appreciated Gift by Steven Greenberg



Become a
member today!

It is easy to see why we all take 
pride in and can get behind 
what happens at the Vilna Shul. 
We preserve the experiences 
of past generations, establish 
meaningful connections to the 
present and develop pathways 
to Jewish life for the future. 
Quite simply, we are here to 
foster awareness and inspire 
historical, cultural and spiritual 
connections. We do all this 
through unique programs and 
educational opportunities 
as well as our partnerships, 
exhibitions and Jewish 
celebrations. Help us keep this 
connection growing. 

We would be honored if you 
would become an “official 
friend” of the Vilna Shul 
through Membership. Join us as 
we build a strong community 
who support our programs, 
projects and mission and 
participate in the many Vilna 
Shul offerings. 

Please go online to www.
vilnashul.org and become 
a member or renew your 
membership today.

Havurah on the Hill 
New faces, New friends

Havurah on the Hill is back this season with 
another line up of friendly Kabbalat Shabbat services 
and inspirational guest speakers. As the organization 
grows, the Shul is proud to announce the election 
of two new members to the HOH Council and the 
appointment of Chelley Leveillee as Chair. Katie 
Venetsky and Dan Lachar also joined the council in 
February and we welcome them to the team.  

We want to thank outgoing council members 
Robin Koren for her two years of service as Chair as 
well as Natty Yagudin, who organized compelling speakers for HOH throughout 2012. We also want to 
thank Rick and Sarah Perron for the many years they spent with HOH and wish them well on their future life 
in Israel.

If you’re interested in attending an HOH Kabbalat Shabbat, may I suggest this March 15th when we will 
hear from acclaimed theater director Melia Bensussen? It’s sure to be a great evening.

it all happens here at the historic vilna shul, Boston’s center for Jewish culture.
your simchas can be here, too!

contact Jessica  617-523-2324   info@vilnashul.org

support the vilna shul, Boston’s center for Jewish culture
With your support, the Vilna Shul provides a unique historic site for young families, 
unaffiliated Jews and visitors of all faiths from around the world to connect spiritually, 
culturally and historically with our Jewish traditions. 

make a gift today!  your gift will enable the vilna shul to continue to: 
	 •	 Maintain	and	preserve	our	Boston	landmark	
	 •	 Welcome	everyone	to	explore	their	Jewish	identity	
	 •	 Develop	exciting	new	tours	and	exhibits	and	provide	educational	programs	to		
  students and lifelong learners
	 •	 Host	a	variety	of	speakers,	workshops,	films	and	concerts	which	showcase	Jewish		
  culture and history

contribute now!  Honor our past, maintain our present and build our future.
 Make a fully tax-deductible contribution to the Vilna Shul’s Annual Fund.
 DONATE ONLINE NOW at www.vilnashul.org

www.vilnashul.org
www.vilnashul.org
www.vilnashul.org


Calendar of events
Programs for everyone!

Date  Time  Key Program

3/10/13  11:00 am  C  The North and the South: Jewish Life and the War that Changed America – A Discussion with Leon Aronson
 
3/12/13  7:00 pm  C F S Exploring the Seder Plate: A Boston Jewish Women’s Circle Evening

3/15/13  7:00 pm C S Havurah on the Hill Kabbalat Shabbat Friday Night Services with Director Melia Bensussen 

4/6/13 7:00 pm  C F Yom HaShoah Commemoration Concert

4/17/13 12:00 pm  C Understanding Your Jewish Artifacts with Certified Judaica Appraiser Elizabeth Berman

4/21/13 5:00 pm C F Giving of Ourselves: Exploring Jewish India with Gabriel Project, Mumbai Founder Jacob Sztokman

5/12/13  11:00 am   C F Annual Mother’s Day Brunch—Breaking Ground: The Remarkable Jewish Women in Boston History

5/17/13  7:00 pm  C S Havurah on the Hill Kabbalat Shabbat Friday Night Services with Israel Lacrosse Team Coach Bill Beroza

5/30/13  6:30 pm  C Meet the “Ordinary” People of Early Boston with Author Joanne Lloyd

6/2/13 All Day Event C F Annual Beacon Hill Art Walk

6/7/13 6:00 pm  C F Family Story Shabbat with Cindy Rivka Marshall

6/13/13 6:30 pm  C Tribute Gala Celebration in Honor of Outgoing Executive Director Steven Greenberg

6/19/13 12:00 pm C Understanding Your Jewish Artifacts with Certified Judaica Appraiser Elizabeth Berman

6/21/13 7:00 pm  C S Havurah on the Hill Kabbalat Shabbat Friday Night Services 

6/30/13 T B D - afternoon C F Thorwald Jørgensen in Concert – Celebrating the works of Jewish Composer Joseph Achron

7/19/13 7:00 pm C S Havurah on the Hill Kabbalat Shabbat

8/4 - 8/9/13 All Day Event C F 2013 International Jewish Genealogy Conference – Free Guided Tours Throughout the Week (call for details)

8/16/13 7:00 pm C S Havurah on the Hill Kabbalat Shabbat Friday Night 

9/4/13 T B D C S Erev Rosh HaShannah with Havurah on the Hill

9/5/13 T B D C S Rosh HaShannah Day 1 with Havurah on the Hill

9/6/13 T B D C S Rosh HaShannah Day 2 with Havurah on the Hill

9/13/13 T B D C S Kol Nidre with Havurah on the Hill

Key:  C -Community      F -Family Friendly     S -Spiritual     * Please call to confirm event time:  617-523-2324    www.vilnashul.org

save The date!
This fall the vilna will host its first Jewish muslim culture day with a special screening 

of “david” the movie and a look at what it means to be different in america.

@tHe vilNa sHul


